OUTDQCR ADVENTURE

Geocaches are hidden everywhere, often right under our noses!

here’s one atop Mount Steele and there’s one in Smuggler Cove. There are lots in Porpoise Bay,
about 20 in Roberts Creek, several in Davis Bay and plenty down in Gibsons. Some are wheel-
chair accessible, one on Jedediah Island requires climbing equipment, and you'll need scuba
gear for the one submerged in Saltery Bay.

Geocaches are everywhere on the Sunshine Coast, and chances are you've walked past
many without realizing. For every geocache there’s a geocacher seeking their next find, or plot-
ting their next concealment.

Geocaching is an outdoor treasure-hunting game. Using a GPS (global positioning system) device, players
navigate via coordinates to locate hidden containers, called geocaches. Then, in relative anonymity thanks to
STORY AND PHOTOS BY me:de-up user names, j(hey share their experierlmces. )

NEVILLE JUDD .In a small community you get. to kn(?w who's who, Afte.rnc.)on-

shift tells me over hot chocolate in Davis Bay. Afternoonshift is the
user name for a semi-retired couple from Sechelt.“We're not morning people,” the female half of Afternoon-
shift tells me, when | ask about the user name. “We started in 2006 and now, anywhere we go, we research the
caches en route and try and find them,” she says.

Above: At least two geocaches
are concealed along the Davis Bay
waterfront. Do you know where
they are?
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Young geocachers Emma
Judd, Talia Sweet, Ariana
Harder and Aubryn Bell
share their find on the
beach near Camp Byng.

CAROLA’S \i§ QUILT SHOP

THE SUNSHINE COAST’S CREATIVE SEWING CENTRE

JANOME

| 2030QcCD

This machine has too many electronic
features to list & includes a free extension
table and bonus feet

SALE

$499 MSRP $799.00

Gift Certificate
from Carola’s!
Phone orders welcome

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 5:00 - Sundays 9:30 -4:00
Open late Tues. & Thurs. until 9:00

1161 Sunshine Coast Hwy, Gibsons
604-886-1245 - 1-877-886-0033
www.carola.ca - info@carola.ca

Shop Blog: www.carola-thread.blogspot.com

1161 Sunshine
Coast Hwy, GIBSONS
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ORGANlC, NATURAL LATEX &/

WOOL PILLOWS & WOOL DUVETS
e L -J.._
PROTECTIVE MATTRESS COVERS
| e ™

Free delivery, set up and removal on mattresses $599 and up
Best Prices Guaranteed ° Locally owned and operated

604-886-0102
1-800-584-0102
MUCH MORE THAN A BED STORE!

927 GIBSONS WAY

(BESIDE HOME HARDWARE)

Hours: |0am—6pm Monday—Saturday




“It takes us where the tourists usually don't go.”

So when Afternoonshift drove their RV to Muncie, Indiana,
this summer, they first visited www.geocaching.com, logged
some of the caches en route, and set out to find as many as they
could — more than 100, as it turned out. They did the same
when their son got married in Cancun, hiring a taxi driver one
day and bagging four Mexican caches. That's the same 35-year-
old son who Afternoonshift sent up a tree in Langley to find a
cache.

“Actually, he had to climb it twice before he found it," she says.

At last count, Afternoonshift had found 1,383 caches, encom-
passing three countries and 18 U.S. states — a respectable total,
but one that only scratches the surface of what'’s out there. Over
1.5 million active geocaches are concealed in more than 100
countries and seven continents. (Yes, that includes Antarctica.)
And five million geocachers worldwide are in hot pursuit.

The Sunshine Coast is home to between 200 and 300 caches,
with names like “The Crow’s Nest,”"Whisper, the Firs might
hear,"and “Gnome for the Holidays" (The latter was hidden by
ShyBuddha in December 2001, and is the oldest geocache on
the Coast.)

After five years, Afternoonshift have found most of them.
They've also concealed a few — 47 to be exact.“Piering over the
Bay”is one of them, a cache hidden at Davis Bay pier by After-
noonshift on April 8, 2006.

I've downloaded a free, 30-day trial of CacheSense on my
BlackBerry, which allows me to view information on caches in
my vicinity. The same information is available free at geocach-
ing.com, but the BlackBerry, any smartphone, or GPS device
displays your proximity in metres to the cache.

As part of my geocache crash course, Afternoonshift and |
stroll along the Davis Bay seawall to the pier. My radar indicates
I'm within five metres of “Piering over the Bay”and there’s a
helpful clue.

“When you're this close, it’s best just to put away your GPS and
ask yourself, "Where would | hide this cache?” advises Afternoon-
shift.

It's good advice. Within minutes, | find the cache, a small mag-
netic key case containing a log book to sign.

Just as I'm duty-bound to conceal Afternoonshift’s true
identity, 'm not about to reveal the exact location of “Piering
over the Bay" But it strikes me how cool it is that for five years,
thousands of people have literally walked right past this cache
unaware of its presence. Back on the seawall, the same thought
occurs minutes later after | find “Wheeling Around The Bay” It's
a wheelchair-accessible cache hidden by Sir Vayor, an active
geocacher since Feb. 16, 2002, with 822 finds to his name.

The coordinates lead me to some picnic tables. Mindful that
the wheelchair-friendly cache must be somewhere within arm’s
reach of the footpath, the search takes a little longer. The hiding
place is ingenious!

Aside from the mental agility involved in geocaching, it's also
a great excuse to get outside, says Afternoonshift.

“It's something everyone can do,” agrees jacalathecroc, a man
with first-hand experience of introducing geocaching to both
young and old.

Jacalathecroc named himself after Rudyard Kipling's Jungle

food & L inte

To advertise call Joe at 604-885-4811 ext. 233

modern home style cuisine in two casual atmospheres

The Gumboot

Restaurant

- weekend brunches

« traditional and
alternative breakfasts

- west coast style lunches

- gourmet dinners

« vegetarian friendly

Garden Cafe

+ organic coffee bar

- fresh sweets & savouries
ready to go

+ in house deli goods

« gourmet pizzas

« gluten free baking

« licensed

Downtown Roberts Creek
604-8854216 restaurant » 604 8854218 garden cafe

\fathegetes
Bakeey Statidays

WHEATBERRIES WHEATBERRIES WHEATBERRIES WHEATBERRIES
SECHELT BISTRO GIBSONS VINTAGE GIBSONS LANGDALE
5500 Wharf Ave 818 Gibsons Way 1057 Gibsons Way Ferry Terminal

604-885-9106 604-886-9155 604-886-9106 604-886-9105

- Gelato/Cakes
- Bubble/Tea

- AuthenticHomemade

Wonton Soup
- Paninis “The best, Wonton Soup | have ever had

. in'my life!=—Bob, loyal customer
- 0ld Fashioned Montreal

. 106-5580Wharf$t., Sechelt
Smoked MeatSandwiches (next to Lighthouse Liquor Store)

- TakeOut 604:741:9798

S‘“'I‘e.y S ANDDELI

FRESH e DELI » TAKE OUT
FISH & CHIPS

FALL HOURS:
WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY 11AM - 7PM

Call ahead to reserve your spot
604-885-0844 * 604-989-0900
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GO GEOCACHE:

Rookie geocachers will
find everything they need
to know at www.geocach-
ing.com. It also includes
information about track-
ables — another popular
geocaching game involving
special coins that feature
unique tracking ID and can
be passed from cache to
cache.

Tomorrow, Saturday, Dec.
10, marks the 10th anni-
versary celebration of the
Coast’s oldest active cache,
“Gnome for the Holidays"
Anyone wanting to learn
more about geocaching
is invited to the meet and
greet at 10 a.m. on Satur-
day, at Mission Point Park in
Davis Bay.

SOLUTION BASED
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Book character. By phone, he tells me he’s been
involved with Scouts locally for 26 years, and has
seen the popularity of geocaching among kids.

“They'd lose interest in a compass and a map,
but give them a device that might take you or |
ages to figure out, and they’ll latch onto it right
away,” he says. He's seen similar interest at the
other end of the age spectrum.

“I took my 91-year-old mother geocaching in
Maple Grove Park in Vancouver, and she has a
walker,” he says.

Jacalathecroc has hidden 22 geocaches, one
of them an elaborate multi-stage geocache. It
directs geocachers through five different locations
on the Coast before ending at an extremely well
camouflaged geocache that requires a “mechani-
cal”trick to retrieve it. He has also used geocach-
ing as a community service beyond just scouting.
Last spring he organized a community clean-up
in Pender Harbour, known as a CITO — Cache
In, Trash Out — that saw geocachers clean up
garbage on the Suncoaster Trail, opposite the high
school.

Jacalathecroc’s comments about kids sprang to
mind when | finally went out geocaching in my
own neighbourhood. I'd learned of a geocache
on the beach, in front of the Camp Byng sign, in

Roberts Creek. BlackBerry in hand, | was heading
for the door when my daughter Emma and her
girlfriends asked me where | was going.

“There’s a geocache hidden on the beach with
trinkets inside — it’s like a treasure hunt.”

It might have been the words “treasure” or “trin-
ket,” or the sight of the BlackBerry, but Emma and
her friends had their shoes on before | did.

It's unlikely that “Let’s go for a hike, girls” would
have prompted the same response.

We walked down Gulf Road and the trail to the
beach. Near the Camp Byng sign, the girls began
attacking the foliage, looking for a small, plastic
olive container, said to be hidden at the base of a
small cedar and fir.

I'm unsure what the radar indicated because
Emma had long since taken my BlackBerry and
was directing the search. Within minutes, they'd
recovered the container and were examining the
contents — a bead necklace, a toy dinosaur, a
pencil and notebook. | signed it “CoastLifer” on
their behalf.

Walking back up the beach, | studied the details
of the cache, named “Capt. George ... Byng there,
done that” Someone with the user name Az the
crow flyz had hidden it there Feb. 19, 2004.

| must have walked past it a hundred times. CLs

-We Do Beautiful, Creative Work.
<9 It’s That Simple! <9

T
a With Solution Based
Construction we’'ll make
sure your building or
renovation project is a
stress-free experience.
We'll work within your
budget and we'll do a

beautiful job. Then, we'll
clean up after ourselves so
that all you'll have to do is
enjoy.

OUR GROWING LIST OF
SATISFIED CLIENTS
WILL BE PLEASED TO
RECOMMEND US TO YOU!

BATHROOM & KITCHEN RENOVATIONS ¢ NEW HOMES ¢ PROJECT MGMT
CALL US TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR PROJECT B804-741-3999




